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Background 

The AGRI 4-2017 Meeting considered the current state of implementation of the joint regional and national 
actions relevant to the mandate of the Agri group included in the HELCOM Explorer. 

As the national action on implementation of the Revised Palette of measures for reducing phosphorus and 
nitrogen losses from agriculture is complex due to the numbers of measures included, the Meeting agreed 
to make a regional overview of the implementation of the palette of measures. A summary document of the 
results including information from eight Contracting Parties was discussed in AGRI 5-2017.   
 
The attached document contains an updated summary of the results from all nine Baltic Sea coastal 
countries. Document 4-3-att1 includes the results in Excel format. 
 

Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to  

- discuss the updated summary including information from all nine Baltic Sea coastal countries and, 
based on the summary,  

- evaluate the implementation of the action, 
- discuss the environmental effects of various measures and the reasons for different level of their 

implementation.  

 

 

 

http://maps.helcom.fi/website/HELCOMexplorer/index.html
http://www.helcom.fi/Documents/Ministerial2013/Ministerial%20declaration/Adopted_endorsed%20documents/Revised%20palette%20of%20agri-environment%20measures.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/Documents/Ministerial2013/Ministerial%20declaration/Adopted_endorsed%20documents/Revised%20palette%20of%20agri-environment%20measures.pdf
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Regional overview on implementation of Revised Palette of measures for 
reducing phosphorus and nitrogen losses from agriculture 
 

Method for compiling the information and clarifications 
A questionnaire including all the measures in Revised Palette of measures for reducing phosphorus and 
nitrogen losses from agriculture was sent to the Contracting Parties. All nine Baltic Sea coastal countries 
answered to the questionnaire.  

For each measure the Contracting Parties were invited to inform if the measure was implemented in the 
country (yes, no, no information), if it was obligatory by law (yes, no, no information) and if it was 
subsidized in agri-environmental scheme or through investment support (yes, no, no information). If the 
cell was left blank the answer was interpreted as “no information”. There was also a column for giving 
additional information in the questionnaire. 

For some measures, the CPs answered also “yes and no” or “partly”. For the question about “Fertilization 
plans and Nutrient balances” the Secretariat has changed the answer to “yes and no” if in the additional 
information the CP has indicated that only fertilization plans were implemented/obligatory but not nutrient 
balances.  

In this questionnaire, “obligatory by law” indicated a measure that is obligatory to all farmers or e.g. 
obligatory to all farmers in a certain area. Although a measure is obligatory once a farmer has chosen it in 
an agri-environmental scheme and the agri-environmental scheme is implemented by law, it is interpreted 
in the questionnaire that taking part in the scheme is still voluntary and thus the measure is not obligatory 
by law.  This was not explained in the instructions of the questionnaire which created different 
interpretations among the Contracting Parties. The interpretation was clarified with the Contracting Parties 
and the answers were checked accordingly.  

In addition, the questionnaire was not clear on whether also other type of subsidies through Rural 
Development Programme should be included. This was an issue especially for “Systematic on-farm Advisory 
Services” which for many countries were subsidized from Rural Development Programme but not in 
particular from Agri-environmental scheme. Also other subsidies from Rural Development Prorgamme were 
accepted in the questionnaire and explanation of the subsidy sources are provided in the “more 
information” column of document 4-3-att1. 

Results 
Implementation 
The five most popular measures implemented in the countries are systematic on-farm advisory services, 
buffer zones, transporting manure to neighbouring farms, increasing the capacity of manure storage, 
avoiding the spreading of fertilisers and manure during high-risk periods, and application techniques of 
manure (decreasing of manure surface application and promoting new techniques). These measures are 
implemented in all nine countries (Figure 1). 

The three least popular measures are ditch filters and dams (implemented in one country), ploughing of ley 
on sandy soils in autumn (implemented in two countries) and effective purification of run-off waters 
(implemented in two countries). 

 

http://www.helcom.fi/Documents/Ministerial2013/Ministerial%20declaration/Adopted_endorsed%20documents/Revised%20palette%20of%20agri-environment%20measures.pdf
http://www.helcom.fi/Documents/Ministerial2013/Ministerial%20declaration/Adopted_endorsed%20documents/Revised%20palette%20of%20agri-environment%20measures.pdf
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Figure 1. Implementation of agri-environmental measures in nine Baltic Sea coastal countries  

Obligatory measures 
Obligatory measures in all nine countries are increasing the capacity of manure storage and avoiding the 
spreading of fertilisers and manure during high-risk periods (Figure 2.). Also, all countries have restrictions 
regarding application of fertilisers and manure to high-risk areas at least in parts of the country. Buffer 
zones are mandatory in all but one countries as well. 
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Measures related to animal feeding, manure processing establishment of wetlands or ditch filters or 
conversion to organic farming are not obligatory in any of the countries.  

 

Figure 2. Obligatory agri-environmental measures in nine Baltic Sea coastal countries 

Subsidized measures 
Biogas production from manure and other agri-waste biomass is subsidized in all countries but one. Also 
increasing the capacity of manure storage and conversion from conventional to organic production is 
subsidized in seven out of nine countries. 
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Ploughing of ley on sandy soils in autumn and avoiding the spreading of fertilisers and manure during high-
risk period are not subsidized in any of the countries. 

 

Discussion 
The palette of measure includes no prioritization of measures but states that “application of measures and 
their relative cost-efficiency is often case-specific and is subject to national considerations when selecting 
specific measures for application”. 
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Currently the palette includes a variety of measures that according to the implementation status are not of 
equal importance for the countries. Some measures like ditch filters and dams have remained mostly at 
experimental level and are not implemented on farms. Overall, around 75% of the measures featured in the 
palette of measures are implemented by more than half of the Baltic Sea coastal countries. It should be 
noted, however, that for most measures no information is provided on how popular the implemented 
measure is nationally e.g. on how many hectares or on how many farms it is implemented. Only three 
measures are obligatory in all countries in at least part of the country.  
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Annex 1. List of measures in the palette 

A. Soil management 

a. Plant cover in winter  

b. Minimal cultivation systems  

c. Cultivate land for crop establishment in spring rather than autumn 

d. Catch crops 

e. Ploughing of ley on sandy soils in autumn 

f. Controlled sub-surface drainage 

B.   Fertiliser and manure management  

a. Fertilization plans and Nutrient balances  

b. Conversion from conventional to organic production 

c. Reduced fertilisation  

d. Application techniques of manure  

e. Integration of fertiliser and manure nutrient supply  

f. Liming  

g. Avoiding the application of fertilisers and manure to high-risk areas  

h. Avoiding the spreading of fertilisers and manure during high-risk periods  

i. Increasing the capacity of manure storage  

j. Transporting manure to neighbouring farms  

k. Slurry separation  

l. Composting solid manure 

m. Biogas production from manure and other agri-waste biomass 

n. Pelletisation 

o. Incineration 

C. Animal feeding 

a. Adopting phase feeding of livestock 

b. Reducing dietary nitrogen and phosphorus intakes 

c. Animal feed supplementation (phytase and amino acids) 

d. Wet feed and fermentation 

D. Farm infrastructure 

a. Establishment of wetlands  

b. Buffer zones  

c. Converting arable land to extensive grassland 

E. Other 

a. Effective purification of runoff waters  

b. Ditch Filters and Dams 

c. Systematic on-farm Advisory Services 
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